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Art Unit: 3691 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed 09 
November 2006. 



Status of Claims 

2. Claims 1-30 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, it is unclear whether the first level services and second level services 
have any function when performing the transaction based on bounds determined by the first 
client. The steps of providing first and second level services are mutually exclusive from the 
step of facilitating a transaction and therefore the function in the claim is unclear. For 
Examination purposes, the steps of providing first level services and second level services is not 
related to the bounds in which the transaction takes place, set by the first client. Independent 
claims 1 1 and 21 are rejected under similar reasoning. Claims 2-10, 12-20 and 22-30 are 
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rejected based on their dependency and for failing to reconcile how the first and second level 
services relate to facilitating the transaction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The foUov^ing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-5, 8-15, 18-25 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Clemens et al. (hereinafter Clemens) U.S. Publication 2002/01 1 1915. 

Regarding claim 1, Clemens teaches a method for providing electronic business functions 
for a business client, the method comprising: 

providing, on a data processing system, first level services for a business client (page 9, 
paragraph 0081-0083 and page 10, paragraph 0087); 

providing, on the data processing system, second level services for the first business 
client (page 10, paragraph 0087-0088); 

facilitating a transaction between the. first business client and a third party business on 
behalf of the first business clients wherein the parameters defining the bounds in which the 
transaction takes place are determined by the first business client (page 10, paragraph 0091). 
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Claim 2, wherein the data processing system is a plurality of networked data processing 
system (page 4, paragraphs 0039). 

Claim 3, wherein the first level services include at least one of providing storage, 
providing network connectivity, web hosting, and providing processing capability (page 9, 
paragraph 008 1 -0083 and page 1 0, paragraph 0087). 

Claim 4, wherein the second level services include at least one of providing inventory 
management services, providing accounting services, providing pricing services, and providing 
billing and collection services (page 10, paragraph 0087-0088). 

Claim 5, wherein the third party business is a second business client (page 4, paragraph 

0041). 

Claim 8, wherein negotiations resulting in a service level agreement between a host of the 
first and second level services based upon the fulfillment of criteria specified by the first 
business client (page 10, paragraph 0087). 

Claim 9, wherein the quantity of the first and second level services provided is adjusted 
by a host of the first and second level services based upon the fulfillment of criteria specified by 
the first business client (page 10, paragraph 0087). 
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Claim 10, further comprising, subcontracting the first level services from a secondary 
hosting service (page 10, paragraph 0045). 

Claims 1 1 and 21 are substantially similar to claim 1 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 1 above. 

Claims 12 and 22 are substantially similar to claim 2 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 2 above. 

Claims 13 and 23 are substantially similar to claim 3 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 3 above. 

Claims 14 and 24 are substantially similar to claim 4 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 4 above. 

Claims 15 and 25 are substantially similar to claim 5 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 5 above. 



same 



Claims 18 and 28 are substantially similar to claim 8 and is therefore rejected under the 
reasoning discussed for claim 8 above. 
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Claims 19 and 29 are substantially similar to claim 9 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 9 above. 



Claims 20 and 30 are substantially similar to claim 10 and is therefore rejected. under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 10 above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v, John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 



9. Claims 6, 7, 16, 17, 26 and 27 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Alnwick U.S. Publication 2002/0007318. 
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Claim 6, Clemens teaches performing a transaction between a payor and payee (page 13, 
paragraph 0109). Clemens fails to teach wherein facilitating transaction comprises: identifying a 
purchasing need of the first business client; identifying the second business client as a vendor for 
the purchasing need of the first business client; and adjusting inventory records for the first and 
second business client. Alnwick teaches a method for ordering over the Internet in which a 
purchasing need of a buyer is identified from a vendor (page 4, paragraphs 0047-0057) and 
adjusting the inventory after an order is completed (page 5, paragraph 0076). Alnwick also 
teaches service levels for a customer (page 5, paragraph 0046). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of 
. Clemens to include the teachings of Alnwick because it provides it identifies a product desired 
by the buyer for which a payment between a payor and payee is processed. 

Claim 7, wherein facilitating payment comprises: transferring appropriate sums from an 
account belonging to the first business client to an account belonging to the second business 
client (page 1 3 , paragraph 0 1 09) . 

Claims 16 and 26 are substantially similar to claim 6 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 6 above. 

Claims 17 and 27 are substantially similar to claim 7 and is therefore rejected under the 
same reasoning discussed for claim 7 above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefano Karmis whose telephone number is (571) 272-6744. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Respectfully Submitted 

Stefanos Karmis 

22 January 2007 li 



